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                             Contact: Betsy Hart 202-226-8555

                             HERSETH SANDLIN HOLDS ROUNDTABLE WITH COUNTY VETERAN                              SERVICE OFFICERS

Sioux                              Falls, SD- Rep. Herseth Sandlin recently held                              a roundtable discussion with 20 County Veteran Service                              Officers (VSO) and related officials from across South                              Dakota. As a member of the House Veterans’ Affairs                              Committee and Chair of its Subcommittee on Economic                              Opportunity, Herseth Sandlin organized this event                              to provide VSOs the opportunity to share with her                              the primary challenges they face in working with the                              Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to ensure veterans                              in South Dakota receive their benefits in a timely                              and efficient manner. 

“One                              of my highest priorities in Congress is ensuring that                              those who have served in uniform receive the benefits                              they have earned and deserved in a manner befitting                              their sacrifice,” Rep. Herseth Sandlin said.                              “The individuals who joined me at this roundtable                              play a critical role in our efforts to work toward                              this goal and their input is invaluable as we seek                              to identify challenges and successes within the current                              system. The information shared during this conversation                              enhances my efforts as a member of the Veterans Affairs                              Committee to advocate effectively on behalf of South                              Dakota’s brave veterans.” 
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Discussion                              at the roundtable covered several topics, including                              the need to address the backlog of claims at the VA                              and improving health care provided to veterans through                              VA. Issues and concerns related to VA consolidation                              were raised as well. 
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                             County VSO attendees of the roundtable included: Gary                              Schumacher – Kingsbury County; Lionel Torgrude                              – Brookings County; Bob Arneson – Hamlin                              County; Ron Hoffer – Edmunds County; Steve McClure                              – Davison County; Tom Gohn w/ his assistant                              Cathy – Brown County; John Knox – McCook                              County; Roy Farabee – Gregory &amp; Charles                              Mix Counties; Bernard Yelkin – Marshall County;                              Craig Evenson – Deuel County; Rich Beringer                              – Bon Homme County; Dave Johnson – Hand                              County; LeRoy Freimark – Walworth County; Lester                              Rowland – Day County; Dick Lein – Lincoln                              County

Other                              attendees of the roundtable included: George Summerside                              – Acting Director, SD Division of Veterans Affairs;                              Andy Gerlach – Deputy Secretary, SD Dept of                              Military &amp; Veterans Affairs; Steve Oliva –                              Veterans Benefits Representative; Dave Wherry –                              Claims Office Supervisor, Sioux Falls Regional VA                              Office; 
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